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Marion Strobel 



Love that's fragile, 
Love that's old. 



I GIVE SMILES 

You are the reaching out in me, 
The supplication of my folded hands. 
You are the breaking radiance of my hope 
My high desire. 

I will give you a gay futility of smiles, 
For I cannot fill the vastnesses 
With which you stretch my life 
To emptiness. 



WITHOUT WORDS 

The silence thins out — falls away 

Before a vivid stillness 

That we press 

Nearer with words. 

We say our usual ritual — close the day 

With laughter, while the stillness spreads 

A halo round our nodding heads. 

Again we praise the little past, praise what is done; 

Cling to the days we've lost, 

And lose the hour we've won. 
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